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Press Release                     Brussels, 6 October 2004 
 
 

 TÜSİAD:  �HISTORIC PROGRESS ACHIEVED CONCERNING THE EU-TURKEY RELATIONS.� 
 
 
Turkish Industrialists� and Businessmen�s Association (TÜSİAD) made a press release regarding the European 

Commission Regular Report on Turkey�s progress towards accession: 

 
�The 2004 Regular Report on Turkey drafted by the European Commission is a historical step concerning the 

European Union�Turkey relations. According to the report, Turkey has now, become a country that complies with 

the Copenhagen political criteria and thus, could start the accession negotiations with the final aim of full 

membership.  

 
Since its foundation, Turkish Industrialists� and Businessmen�s Association (TÜSİAD) has aspired and thus, 

worked for Turkey to become a European democracy and to have a globally competitive economy. In this context, 

TUSIAD has always given priority to Turkey�s relations with the EU. Since 1997, with the publication of a report 

entitled �Perspectives of Democratisation in Turkey� written by a very distinguished and deceased academic, Prof. 

Bülent Tanör, TÜSİAD has focused its efforts for Turkey�s alignment with the Copenhagen political criteria. With 

this respect, TÜSİAD welcomes the Commission report.  

 
We believe that hereafter, Turkey will continue to fulfil the requirements of being a European state where the rule 

of law is in place. Working principles proposed by the European Commission for the negotiation process could be 

implemented in a manner that would be beneficial for both parties.   

 
As the reports prepared by the European Commission reveal, Turkey�s accession will significantly contribute to 

the future of the EU�s political strength, global economic competitiveness and social policies. Consequently, 

European Council in December should decide to start the accession negotiations with Turkey without delay in 

accordance with the conclusions of 2002 Copenhagen European Council. This decision will be at the same time, 

a test for the EU, concerning its political maturity and democratic ethics.� 

 
For information, please contact:  

Bahadõr Kaleağasõ,   TÜSİAD Representative to the EU and UNICE � Brussels     T: (32) 2 736 40 47    kaleagasi@tusiad.org 

 


