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Institut de Bosphore kicks off

The official inauguration of the Institute will take place on the 8th of September through a press conference.

With a view to strengthening relations between Turkey and France, Institut du Bosphore, a think tank, has been established in Paris, France in order to create an independent and objective platform.

Institut du Bosphore will address geopolitical, economic, social and cultural issues in order to highlight the importance of Turkey’s relations with the European Union and France in particular.

The institute aims to create a common platform for thought between Turkish and French public opinions on the current juncture in Europe and the world.

The institute hosts a “Scientific Committee” made up of prominent Turkish and French politicians, business people, economists and opinion leaders.

Arzuhan Doğan Yalçındağ, founder member of Institut du Bosphore and President of TÜSIAD highlighted that: “Within the scope of TÜSIAD’s 5-year International Communication Programme that covers the period between 2008-2012, France will be in the spotlight for 2009. Therefore, TÜSIAD has opted to establishing a think tank in order to create direct communication with the French public opinion.” Yalçındağ commented that: “Successful communication requires identifying the specific model of communication that is used to address each countries’ own public opinion. Interaction with the French public opinion is generally achieved through think tanks.”

Ümit Boyner, member of the Scientific Committee and Vice President of TÜSIAD, underscored the importance of relations between the two countries and the role of Institut du Bosphore expressing that:

“Bilateral relations between France and Turkey have been very important for both sides for many years. The establishment of Institut du Bosphore is an invitation to strengthening relations between the two societies, creating a healthy and sincere platform for discussion and enabling both societies to get to know each other better.”

Institut du Bosphore will be officially inaugurated on the 8th of September 2009 (tomorrow) through a press conference to be held in Paris. During the opening ceremony Dr. Haluk Tükel, President of Institut du Bosphore, will moderate a session in which Scientific Committee members Prof. Gilles Veinstein, Pekin Baran, Ümit Boyner and Henri de Castries will participate. 

Institut du Bosphore will organise a conference in Istanbul on 22-23 October 2009. The conference will address the various dimensions of Turkey’s relations with the EU and France.
Founder Members of Institut du Bosphore:
Pekin Baran, Denizcilik Co. Inc., Ümit Boyner, Boyner Holding Co., Eşref Hamamcıoğlu, Sodexo Integrated Service Management Co. Inc., Bahadır Kaleağası, TÜSIAD International Co-ordinator, Ferit Şahenk, Doğuş Holding Co., Volkan Vural, Doğan Group of Companies, Arzuhan Doğan Yalçındağ, President of TÜSIAD, Zafer Ali Yavan, Secretary-General of TÜSIAD.

Members of the Scientific Committee of Institut du Bosphore:

Prof. Alexandre Adler, historian and journalist, Ahmet Aykaç, Deputy Chairman of Board of Trustees, Sabancı University, Pekin Baran, Vice President of TÜSIAD High Advisory Council, President of Denizcilik Co. Inc., Prof. Süheyl Batum, jurist, Bahçeşehir University, Ümit Boyner, Vice President of TÜSIAD Board of Directors, Boyner Holding, Guy Carcasonne, specialist on constitutional law, Henri de Castries, Vice President of AXA, Kemal Derviş, economist, Vice President and Director of Global Economy and Development, Brookings Institute, Stéphane Fouks, General Manager, HAVAŞ, Mustafa V. Koç, President of TÜSIAD High Advisory Council, Chairman of Koç Holding, Gerard Mestrallet, CEO of GDF SUEZ, Pierre Moscovici, former minister, member of French Socialist Party, Soli Özel, lecturer, Bilgi University, Michel Rocard, former French Prime Minister, Güler Sabancı, Chairwoman of Sabancı Holding, Prof. Füsun Türkmen, lecturer, Galatasaray University, Prof. Gilles Veinstein, historian, College de France.
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