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Institut du Bosphore’s first meeting held in Istanbul

With a view to strengthening relations between Turkey and France and creating an independent and objective platform for thought, Institut du Bosphore established through TÜSIAD’s initiative held its first meeting on 22-23 October 2009 in Istanbul. 
The Institute that will address geopolitical, economic, social and cultural issues in order to highlight the importance of Turkey’s relations with the European Union and France, in particular, tackled the various dimensions of the current status of relations between Turkey and the EU, with particular focus on relations between Turkey and France. 

Arzuhan Doğan Yalçındağ, Founder Member of Institut du Bosphore and President of TÜSIAD, Ümit Boyner, Scientific Committee Member of Institut du Bosphore and Vice President of TÜSIAD, and Denniz Simonneau, Scientific Committee Member and Consultant for GDF Suez delivered the opening speeches of the meeting.

French journalist Nicholas Barre moderated the panel on economy held during the meeting, in which key French opinion leaders and politicians attended. Tayfun Bayazıt, Member of the Board of Directors, TÜSIAD, Ahmet Dördüncü, CEO, Sabancı Holding, Ümit Izmen, Chief Economist, TÜSIAD, and Alexandre Adler, French historian and journalist took part as speakers in the panel. The potential contributions of the Turkish economy to the EU economy and the position of the EU economy currently undergoing a re-structuring process following the global crisis was discussed during this session.

Minister of State and Chief Negotiator Egemen Bağış, French Ambassador to Turkey Bernard Emie and Founder Member of Institut du Bosphore and Vice President of TÜSIAD’s High Advisory Council Pekin Baran delivered speeches on relations between Turkey, the EU and France.

The panel held on 23 October 2009 on the common strategic interests of Turkey and the EU was moderated by journalist Şirin Payzın. France’s domestic politics and the approach of French politicians towards Turkey’s membership to the EU were addressed. Former French Prime Minister Michel Rocard, member of French UMP Party Thierry Mariani, and member of French PS Party, and former Vice President of the European Parliament Pierre Moscovici took part in the panel as speakers.

Turkey’s social dynamics were discussed in the last panel held as part of the meeting. Moderated by Gilles Finchelstein, Secretary-General of the Jean Jaures Foundation, Soli Özel, Scientific Committee Member of Institut du Bosphore, Gilles Martin-Chauffier, Editor-in-Chief of Paris Match, and Tülin Bumin, lecturer at Galatasary University, shared their thoughts in this regard. During the closing session of the meeting, President of Institut du Bosphore Dr. Haluk Tükel delivered a speech.

The activities to be carried out by Institut du Bosphore in 2010 will take shape in light of the topics addressed and suggestions made during the seminar.

Institut du Bosphore, aims to create a common platform for thought between Turkish and French public opinions on the current juncture in Europe and the world.
The institute hosts a “Scientific Committee” made up of prominent Turkish and French politicians, business people, economists and opinion leaders.

Founder Members of Institut du Bosphore:
Pekin Baran, Denizcilik Co. Inc., Ümit Boyner, Boyner Holding Co., Eşref Hamamcıoğlu, Sodexo Integrated Service Management Co. Inc., Bahadır Kaleağası, TÜSIAD International Co-ordinator, Ferit Şahenk, Doğuş Holding Co., Volkan Vural, Doğan Group of Companies, Arzuhan Doğan Yalçındağ, President of TÜSIAD, Zafer Ali Yavan, Secretary-General of TÜSIAD.

Members of the Scientific Committee of Institut du Bosphore:

Prof. Alexandre Adler, historian and journalist, Ahmet Aykaç, Deputy Chairman of Board of Trustees, Sabancı University, Pekin Baran, Vice President of TÜSIAD High Advisory Council, President of Denizcilik Co. Inc., Prof. Süheyl Batum, jurist, Bahçeşehir University, Ümit Boyner, Vice President of TÜSIAD Board of Directors, Boyner Holding, Guy Carcasonne, specialist on constitutional law, Henri de Castries, Vice President of AXA, Kemal Derviş, economist, Vice President and Director of Global Economy and Development, Brookings Institute, Stéphane Fouks, General Manager, HAVAŞ, Mustafa V. Koç, President of TÜSIAD High Advisory Council, Chairman of Koç Holding, Gerard Mestrallet, CEO of GDF SUEZ, Pierre Moscovici, former minister, member of French Socialist Party, Soli Özel, lecturer, Bilgi University, Michel Rocard, former French Prime Minister, Güler Sabancı, Chairwoman of Sabancı Holding, Prof. Füsun Türkmen, lecturer, Galatasaray University, Prof. Gilles Veinstein, historian, College de France.
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