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TÜSIAD: “The protocols signed between Turkey and Armenia are crucial in terms of normalising relations between both countries.”

TÜSIAD, made an announcement concerning the signing of the Protocols on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations and the Development of Bilateral Relations between Turkey and Armenia in Zurich on 10 October 2009. The announcement touched on the following issues:

“The regional implications of extensive changes occurring in global politics is an indicator of the multi-dimensional political approach in the 21st century and demonstrates the need to extend beyond classic approaches in political processes. As a consequence of this situation, the need for Turkey to seek long-term political and economic benefits in its relations with its neighbours has become all the more evident. 
Within this framework, we support this approach towards normalising relations between Turkey and Armenia – symbolised by President Abdullah’s visit to Armenia last year, crystallised through the road map announced on 22 April 2009, and materialised with the signing of the Protocols on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations and the Development of Bilateral Relations – and the agreement reached between both countries to set a specific timeframe for this process. We would like to express our satisfaction as regards the point reached in the process and wish that the normalisation will happen as soon as possible.

The signing of the protocols, that provide a concrete timeframe and perspective for the normalisation of relations between both countries, will on the one hand contribute to the development of mutual economic and commercial relations and, on the other hand, create a positive platform for regional co-operation in key areas such as energy and transportation, in particular.

We expect that this agreement will contribute to eradicating the problems in the Caucuses as well as to establishing peace and stability in Azerbaijan, in particular, and other countries in the region.”
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